
MIRIAM CAHN

Miriam Cahn was born in 1949 in Basel, she lives and works in Stampa, Switzerland.

Miriam Cahn's artistic practice, consisting mainly of figurative painting, explores social topics 

related to her objection to all forms of oppression, and in reaction to current political issues 

including gender-based violence, migratory conflicts and armed conflicts. In dialogue with the 

European feminist movements of the 1970s, the body remains central in her works, both as a 

subject and as an artistic medium.

She has received prestigious awards and prizes, such as the Käthe Kollwitz Prize in Berlin in 

1998, the Meret Oppenheim Prize of the Swiss Federal Office of Culture in 2005, Baseler 

Kunstpreis in Basel in 2013, and the Rubenspreis of the city of Siegen in 2021. In 1984, she 

represented Switzerland at the Venice Biennale. In 2017, she took part in Documenta 14 in 

Kassel and Athens. In 2022, her work is yet again presented at the 59th International Art  

Exhibition of the Venice Biennale“The Milk of Dreams.”

Many solo exhibitions have been devoted to her work, internationally, including “Ma Pensée 

Serielle”, at Palais de Tokyo, Paris, France, 2023, “MEINEJUDEN” at the Museum für 

Gegenwartskunst in Siegen in 2022; “ME AS HAPPENING,” presented at The Power Plant, Toronto 

Canada and at the Kunsthal Charlottenborg, Copenhagen Denmark in 2021; “I as Human,” a 

travelling exhibition in 2019 co-organised by three major institutions at the Haus der Kunst, 

Munich, Kunstmuseum Bern, and the Museum of Modern Art in Warsaw; “everything is equally 

important” at the Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía in Madrid in 2017; 

“körperlich/corporel,” the artist’s first major retrospective in France at the Swiss Cultural Centre 

in Paris in 2014; and at the Fundación La Caixa in Madrid in 2003.
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